Endodontic implications of bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis of the jaws: a report of three cases.
Bisphosphonates are commonly used in medicine to maintain bone density in patients with certain nonneoplastic diseases or cancers. A serious adverse effect of bisphosphonates that has substantial dental significance is osteonecrosis that appears to uniquely affect the mandible and maxilla without occurring in other bones of the skeleton. Patients with bisphosphonate associated osteonecrosis of the jaws may present with pain and exposed necrotic bone. This has substantial clinical implications because surgical procedures (including extractions or endodontic surgical procedures) are contraindicated in the jaws of these patients and the presenting pain may mimic pain of odontogenic origin. This report describes three patients with bisphosphonate associated osteonecrosis and emphasizes the endodontic implications of managing these patients.